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Sermon for New Year’s Day. 
GaL. 3, 23—29. 

Of Solomon, the son of David, we read that God gave him an 
understanding heart, that his ‘‘wisdom excelled the wisdom of all 
the children of the East country, and all the wisdom of Egypt.” 
Solomon also made good use of his wisdom to perform works which 
served to the glory of God and the good of the nation. He was a 
peaceable ruler, built a costly temple, an elegant palace, and erected 
other grand buildings. He took delight in planning parks, in plant- 
ing gardens, in covering the hillsides with vineyards, and in pro- 
moting the welfare of the people. In his long life Solomon was a 
close observer of men and their doings, and when he had grown old 
he wrote a book, which he entitled ‘The Preacher.’’ This book be- 
gins with the words: ‘‘ Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity 
of vanities; all is vanity.’’ Solomon is speaking of earthly and 
visible things, and he says: “All is vanity.”’ 

Solomon does not say: All is valueless. There are many visible 
things which are valuable, and man could not do without them. 
When God beheld what He had made in the six days’ creation, He 
found it ‘‘very good.’”’ But all is vanity, because it vanishes away 
and has no permanence. The earth itself is changeable. The rocks 
decay and the very foundations of the mountains are shaken and 
give way. There was once a gardenlike country, where the vapors 
of the Dead Sea now prevent the growth of vegetation. Much rather 
do the works of men vanish away. Where are the works of Solomon? 
Where is his temple, perhaps the costliest building ever erected by 
men? It was razed to the ground by the Chaldeans. That ancient 
glory has all vanished away. 

We mortals are like children who build sandhouses on the 
beach during the ebb, and an hour later the flood comes and not 
a trace of them is left. What are the honors of this world? They 
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who would be neither with Christ nor against Him. Let us beware 
lest we, ‘too, join their ranks; nay, let us sincerely examine our- 
selves whether we have not, perhaps, already done so! Let us, there- 
fore, consider to-day, and ever bear in mind, the all-important les- 
son of our text: 


THAT IN THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST THERE IS NO NEUTRALITY, 
because 
I. he that is not with Him, is against Him, and 
Il. he that gathereth not with Him, scattereth. 


Ei 

In the first part of the text Christ speaks as one who is engaged 
in war against an enemy, and He calls upon every one to take sides 
with Him and to join Him in battle. Standing before Pontius Pilate 
He was asked, ‘‘Art Thou a king then?’’ to which He answered, 
“Thou sayest that I am a king.”’ Yes, He is a king, the King of 
all kings, the Lord and Ruler of the universe; but above all He is 
the King of grace and salvation who came into this world to save 
His people from their sins, to guide, govern, and protect them, and, 
finally, to lead them to His capital city in heaven. As aking He 
has a kingdom on earth, in which He reigns in grace and mercy, and 
the loyal subjects of which — to-wit, sinners who have come to Him 
by sincere repentance and faith—enjoy His royal gifts and bless- 
ings, such as forgiveness of sins, peace with God, sweet comfort in 
the toils and trials of life, and precious hope in the hour of death. 
Oh, happy are all that live under Him in His kingdom! No harm 
shall ever come nigh to them, neither here nor in eternity. 

However, my friends, this kingdom of Christ, while it is yet 
here on earth, does not enjoy undisturbed peace. It has its ene- 
mies, fierce and raging, and ever bent on its destruction. The whole 
kingdom of darkness is arrayed against it. Three mighty hostile 
forces are combined to accomplish its defeat. These are the devil, 
the world, and sin. They work together in deadly harmony against 
Christ and His kingdom, and are indefatigable in their efforts. They 
fight against Christ and His followers with the fierceness of lions 
and the slyness of serpents. Now they draw their forces together 
in this, and then in another place. Now they make an attack from 
this side, and then from another, ever changing their tactics, but 
never wavering in their purpose. 

But Christ, our Champion and King, is determined to defend 
His kingdom against the attacks of the enemy. Nay, He is not con- 
tent simply to hold His own, but seeks the extension of His domain 
and the destruction of the kingdom of darkness. He came into this 
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world to destroy the works of the devil and to throw down his bul- 
warks. He came to conquer the world, and to lay all His enemies 
at His feet. He came to give the death-blow to sin and, forever, to 
put an end to its fearful powers. Yes, Christ, our Lord and King, 
has sworn in His wrath that He will not rest until He has finally 
overcome all enemies and obtained a full and everlasting victory for 
His glorious kingdom. 

So, then, there is war, incessant war, between the kingdom of 
light and the kingdom of darkness, war between Christ and the devil, 
and that means war also between the followers of both. Now, then, 
all must enter battle and follow their Commander, ready to obey 
His charges. Nay, active hostilities have already begun, and the 
great war is in progress. It commenced the day on which the devil 
made his fierce and so sadly successful attack upon our first par- 
ents; it is going on ever since, and it was taken up with renewed 
vigor on both sides since Christ, the great Champion of His people, 
made His visible appearance on earth and achieved His glorious 
victory on Calvary, by which He offset and counterbalanced the vic- 
tory obtained by the devil in Paradise. 

And, now, do you not see, my friends, that in this great war 
all, yes, all men are and must be actively engaged? Yes, here each 
and every one is enrolled into service, either by Christ or by the 
devil; and as a matter of fact each and every one is already actually 
fighting either with Christ and for His kingdom of light, or with the 
devil and for his kingdom of darkness, either with Christ or against: 
Him. In the wars between the nations of the earth there may be 
such a thing as neutrality, and it may be good policy to maintain it; 
but in this war between the kingdom of Christ and the kingdom of 
the devil this is not only not good policy, but it is simply impossible. 
Here you must take sides either with one or the other, or, rather, 
you have already done so, and the only question that remains is, 
on what side you are. ‘‘He that is not with me,’’ says Christ, ‘is 
against me.’’ 

Well, are you with Him? Have you renounced the devil, and 
all his works and all his pomp, and have you, by sincere repentance 
and faith, come to Christ, to be His own and to live under Him in 
His kingdom, and to serve Him alone? Have you sworn to His flag 
and signed His declaration of war against the devil and his works 
of darkness, against the world and her deceitful lusts, against the 
temptations of your own sinful flesh, and against sin in every shape 
or form? And are you now, true to your vows of allegiance, ever 
fighting the good fight of faith against the enemies of Christ and His 
kingdom, doing at all times as He bids you, and under all circum- 
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stances following His orders? Do you say, you cannot do that? 
You do not want to fight against Christ, but, at the same time, can- 
not take such a decided stand for Him, and in all things do accord- 
ing to His Word, because then you could not get along in this world 
and would lose people’s friendship and patronage, and be deprived 
of pleasures and treasures and honors which you do not want to 
miss? Well, then you have pronounced judgment on yourself as 
one who is not with Christ, and not being with Him, you are against 
Him and actually assisting the powers of darkness in their fight 
against Christ and His kingdom. But bear in mind that, while 
Christ’s kingdom shall not and cannot be overthrown, but must 
finally triumph in heavenly glory, the kingdom of darkness, to- 
gether with all of Christ’s enemies, will finally be dashed to pieces 
and receive their just reward in everlasting damnation. Let no man 
be deceived, says Christ, ‘‘He that is not with me, is against me.”’ 
And again He says: ‘‘ He that gathereth not with me, scattereth.”’ 


II. 

In these words the Savior speaks from a different point of view, 
but the lesson He wishes to convey is the same, namely, that in 
His kingdom there is no neutrality. While the first part of the text 
was a call upon everyone to join Him in battle in the great war 
against His enemies, in this second part He calls upon all to follow 
with Him the pursuits of peace for the welfare of His kingdom. 
And, indeed, Christ is not only our Champion in war against Satan, 
world, and sin, He is also a King of peace, and while the clash of 
arms is ever heard in His kingdom, He does not forget, at the same 
time, to secure for His people the blessings of peace. As the chil- 
dren of Israel, when building their second temple, held the sword 
in one hand, while with the other they prosecuted their labors of 
peace, so it is also in the kingdom of Christ on earth. While He 
leads His people in battle against their enemies, He, at the same 
time, directs them in their work of peace for the welfare of His 
kingdom. 

What is this work of peace which Christ pursues and in which 
He wants His followers to join Him? He calls it here ‘‘gathering,”’ 
saying, ‘“‘He that gathereth not with me, scattereth.” The word 
‘‘oather’’ here means to bring together that which is scattered and 
separated. Now He Himself says that He came into this world, 
that ‘‘He should gather together in one the children of God that were 
scattered abroad.’’ This, then, is the blessed work which He ever 
pursues and which is ever going on in His kingdom on earth. Hav- 
ing suffered and died for all sinners and thereby merited for them 
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the blessed privilege of becoming the children of God, He now calls 
them through the Gospel and gathers them into His kingdom, in 
order to bestow upon them all His gifts and blessings. Already 
thousands, nay, millions have thus been gathered in, and still the 
blessed work goes on. Millions are still scattered abroad among 
the nations of the world, and He wants them all to be gathered and 
brought in. As long as there remains but one soul to be saved this 
work shall be prosecuted with unabating vigor, and under the direc- 
tion of their great Master all true Christians take an active part in 
this blessed work. 

But even this work of peace cannot be pursued without oppo- 
sition. While Christ and His people are zealously working to save 
souls, and to gather them that are scattered and have gone astray, 
the deyil and his associates are equally hard at work, not only to 
prevent the gathering of sinners unto Christ, but even to scatter 
again those that have been gathered. As the old German saying 
goes: Where God builds a church, the devil puts a chapel alongside 
of it; and as little as Christ and His people think of giving up their 
work of gathering, so little will the devil and his allies give up their 
attempts at scattering. Both work with a will and the determina- 
tion to succeed, one, to gather all sinners unto life and salvation in 
heaven, the other, to scatter them like chaff for eternal hell-fire. 

So, then, here again is a clash of interests between the kingdom 
of Christ and the kingdom of the devil, and it is impossible that 
anyone should support both at the same time, or be disinterested in 
either. Nay, in this work, too, all men are engaged either one way 
or the other: either gathering with Christ, or scattering with the 
devil; either working with Christ to lead men to heaven, or work- 
ing with the devil to lead men to hell. Here, too, a state of neutral- 
ity, of disinterestedness or inactivity is simply impossible. Here, 
too, you must decide either for one or the other, or, rather, you have 
already done so, and the only question that remains is, With and for 
whom are you working? Christ says, ‘‘He that gathereth not with 
me, scattereth.”’ 

Well, what are you doing? Are you gathering with Christ? 
helping to build up and extend His kingdom? Do you by word 
and deed serve Christ, your Lord and Master, ever seeking, as He 
does, to gather men into His kingdom, and to be instrumental 
towards leading them to salvation? Do you pray for Christ’s king- 
dom? Do you work for His kingdom? Do you bring your offerings 
for His kingdom? Do you live under Him in His kingdom and 
serve Him in righteousness and holiness, so that men may see your 
good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven? If you are 
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not doing these things, taking no interest and no active part in the 
work of Christ’s kingdom; if you are only looking on indifferently 
while others are working, or, perhaps, even criticising, belittling, 
and opposing their work; if you are not putting your heart and soul 
into this blessed work and are not sincerely concerned about its 
progress and advancement : — then you are not gathering with Christ; 
and inasmuch as you do not gather with Him, you scatter, and are 
actually helping the devil to do his work. But bear in mind that, 
while even without you the blessed work of Christ will and must 
ever go on and ultimately be crowned with glorious success, the 
devil, together with all who joined him in his dread work of scatter- 
ing, will finally obtain their reward in everlasting damnation. 

My friends, let us learn our lesson well to-day: In the kingdom 
of Christ there is no neutrality! If we would belong to Him and 
His people, then we must join Him in His holy war against devil, 
world, and sin, and in His blessed work of building up and extend- 
ing His kingdom on earth. He that is not with Him, is against Him; 
and he that gathereth not with Him, scattereth. 

O let us not forget that Christ is our Lord and Savior who gave 
Himself for us, and purchased and won us with His holy, precious 
blood and with His innocent sufferings and death, that we might 
be His own and live under Him in everlasting righteousness, inno- 
cence, and blessedness! Therefore, let us come to Him to-day, say- 
ing: Lord Jesus, our great King of grace and salvation, forgive us 
our past sins and shortcomings, our indifference and carelessness, 
our coldness and inactivity. Kindle within us true love toward Thee 
and a fervent zeal for Thy kingdom. To-day we pledge ourselves 
anew to be Thine own, Thine alone and forever, Thine, to serve 
Thee alone; and while with one hand we fight the good fight of 
faith against the kingdom of the devil and his dread works of dark- 
ness, we will with the other work for the extension of Thy kingdom 
of grace and salvation. O Lord Jesus, Thy kingdom come! Amen. 

ed We 


Wedding - Discourse. 
JosH. 24, 15. 


In Curist JESUS, THE BRIDEGROOM OF OUR SouLs, DEARLY BELOVED: 

You are about to enter holy matrimony. In doing so you promise 
each other fidelity and love unto death. You, my brother, promise 
your bride that in love and faithfulness you will support, nourish, 
and govern her as long as you both shall live. You, the bride, 
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pledge yourself in love to follow and obey your betrothed husband till 
death shall separate you. These promises are both necessary, as well 
as pleasing to God. Such plighting of troth is necessary, for without 
mutual love and respect marriage becomes the source of misery and 
torture, instead of affording solace, joy, and comfort. And these 
promises are also pleasing to God; for He, the Institutor of holy mat- 
rimony, has commanded husband and wife to render each other loy- 
ing service unto death. However, my beloved, many who have been 
pertectly willing to make these promises on their wedding day have 
soon found their position and the duties to which they so readily 
obligated themselves irksome in the extreme, distasteful, and even 
wellnigh unbearable. Their marriage, which they hoped would be 
a pathway strewn with flowers and blossoms of delight, soon be- 
came to them a road of sharp stones and piercing thorns. Why? 
What caused their disappointment? One chief cause was this, that 
they forgot to make and to keep that one promise, more important 
than all others for the true happiness of the home. No doubt you 
are asking me, Which is this all-important promise? My friends, 
it is the solemn promise which Joshua, the great prince of Israel, 
made in the presence of the whole nation when he said: 


“AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD.” 
Permit me to show 
I. the importance of this promise, and 
II. how it is made and kept. 


16 

I.admit, my dear friends, at first thought it does seem as if 
little importance attaches to this promise. Are there not innumer- 
able marriages formed without it? And yet many of those so mar- 
ried appear to live very happily in the midst of abundance and con- 
tentment. Indeed, to many who entered matrimony without ever 
thinking of making this promise, we may apply the words of the 
Psalmist: ‘‘They are not in trouble as other men are, neither are 
they plagued like other men. Their eyes stand out with fatness ; 
they have more than heart could wish. They prosper in the world; 
they increase in riches.’? They have never promised: ‘‘I and my 
house will serve the Lord,’’ much less have they ever thought of 
serving the Lord, and yet they have enjoyed riches, health, influ- 
ence, and honor. How, then, can this promise to serve the Lord be 
so important? My friends, there are two kinds of happiness: the 
one is a dream, and the other is true; the one is vanity, the other 
reality. Now, all happiness outside of the service of the living God 
is but avain dream. It is but a fool’s paradise. As the prisoner in 
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his cell may have a sweet, lovely dream of happiness, wealth, and 
honor, but awakes from it only to find his bliss the deception of his 
heated faney—the walls stare all the more hopelessly upon him, the 
prison bars feel only the more real and cause him to realize his dis- 
grace and misfortune the more—so it is with the happiness of the 
ungodly: itis the dream of a night of sin. When conscience awakes 
and plies them with its questions concerning righteousness, sin, God, 
judgment, and eternity, then hopeless despair tortures them in the 
midst of their glittering splendor. And what of it if they try to 
drown such tormenting misgivings in new rounds of pleasure and 
self-indulgence? At last they must awake and face the realities of 
eternity, so dreadful to the impenitent and unbelieving. I will not 
stay to tell you that even in this life many of these people do not 
escape the sufferings of humanity. Sickness, disappointment, and 
death curtail their joys and press many a bitter cup to their unwill- 
ing lips. Aye, in the midst of such misfortunes they lack the con- 
solations and comforts of the Gospel. They do not taste the sweet- 
ness of the Word of God, they do not experience the satisfaction of 
drinking the water of life. And when life is past, even their short, 
imperfect, often harshly interrupted pleasures are past also. Final 
misery —that is the end of the marriages of those who neglect to 
make and to keep the promise: ‘‘As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.”’ 

But blessed the husband and wife who unite in this promise to 
their God, and help each other to keep it. Whatever befalls them, 
real or lasting evil shall not come nigh their dwelling. Goodness and 
mercy shall follow them all the days of their life. The Lord is not 
only their Lord, He is their Shepherd as well, and whatever He may 
send them, it will be a blessing; it may be disguised, it may seem 
a grievous providence, it may for a time trouble them and fill them 
with sorrow, but they always have the blessed assurance that all 
things, all things, work together for good to them that love God. If 
God bestows upon them earthly, temporal blessings they will sing 
their Maker’s praises, and if He sends them affliction they will drink 
consolation and strength from the fountain of truth, God’s promises 
of mercy, remembering that Jehovah leadeth them according to His 
counsels, that He will finally receive them to glory. Rejoicing in 
hope they are empowered of God to be patient in tribulation, and 
continuing instant in prayer they finish their course, and enter at 
last upon that incorruptible and undefiled inheritance that fadeth 
not away, where fullness of joy and pleasure for evermore fill their 
hearts with bliss eternal. tell me, is there, then, for you a more 
important promise than this: ‘‘As for me and my house, we will 
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serve the Lord’? Make this promise to-day and keep it faithfully, 
then you may apply to your house the words of sacred poetry : 


O blest the house, whate’er befall, 
Where Jesus Christ is all in all; 
Yea, if He were not dwelling there, 
How poor and dark and void it were. 


O blest that house where faith ye find, 
And all within have set their mind 

To trust their God and serve Him still 
And do in all His holy will. 


Blest such a house, it prospers well, 
In peace and joy the parents dwell, 
And in their children’s lot is shown 
How richly God can bless His own. 


II. 


However, my beloved, it is one thing to recognize the blessed- 
ness of making and keeping such a promise, it is another to seé 
how this is to be done. On this latter question permit me to add 
a few words. 

Of course it is an easy matter to say with our lips, “I and my 
house will serve the Lord,’’ but what of saying it from our inner- 
most heart and keeping it for our whole life? Here the Word of 
God applies: ‘‘No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghost.’’ The hearty determination to serve our God and 
Savior is engendered in us not by flesh and blood but by the gragious 
operation of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God. Only they 
whom God has led to see their sin and to behold in Jesus their only 
Savior and Lord, only they can turn ‘‘to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God.’’ If, therefore, God has graciously bestowed 
upon you this conviction that no money, no honor, no pleasure, no 
temporal good can render your marriage truly blessed, but that noth- 
ing but the mercy and grace of God in Christ Jesus can make you 
truly happy, then with this faith the determination has also been 
born to worship the Lord your God and worship Him only. 

And now He that has begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ. The same Holy Spirit of truth and 
of power who has created this earnest desire in your heart, “I and 
my house will serve the Lord,”’ the same will grant you power and 
grace to keep your solemn promise. He that hath brought you to 
trust in Christ and to accept the Son of God’s Holy Sacrifice, He 
will continue to move and strengthen you for every good work. 
And do not forget that He will do this through the same means by 
which He kindled the first spark of Christian faith within your 
hearts, namely, by that incorruptible seed, the Word of God, which 
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liveth and abideth forever. Choose, therefore, the Word of God as 
your heritage, and let it be the rejoicing of your heart, sweeter to 
you than Hodes and the honeycomb, better than thousands of gold 
and silver. Whenever opportunity offers sit at Jesus’ feet to hear 
His Word, and what you have heard keep and ponder in your heart. 
Refresh your souls with the Supper of your Lord, feast upon the 
sacramental food of His grace. Thus you will take into your home 
also the gifts of God’s house, you will sanctify it also with the 
Word of God and with prayer make it a habitation of the Most 
High, whence the incense of your sacrifices will ascend unto your 
Father in heaven as a sweet-smelling savor. O how blessed will 
be that house! Certainly God’s benediction will rest upon such a 
home! The man will be a priest of the most high God, and the 
wife will be a true helpmeet for him; loving and serving each other, 
they will unite to love and serve Him who blesses them. Yea, 
though such a home be ever so humble it will be far superior to the 
grandest palaces of the wicked. There will be a cheer there, a bliss 
and a beauty, which earth has not given and which earth cannot 
take away. There you will taste and see that the Lord is good. 
O do not hesitate, therefore, to-day to make this all-important 
promise: ‘‘As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.’’ Say 
it—and may God help you to keep it: 
Then here will I and mine to-day 
A solemn cov’nant make and say: 


Though all the world forsake Thy Word, 
I and my house will serve the Lord. 


Amen. len Sie 
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Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


First Sunday in Lent. 
Matt. 4, 1—11. 

This Gospel, the first in Lent, the church’s season of fasting 
and prayer, is a very familiar one. It presents the Savior, shortly 
after His baptism, at the end of forty days of fasting, tempted of 
Satan in the wilderness. It records Satan’s defeat, the Savior’s 
victory. 

Our theme on the basis of this lesson this day is: 

CHRIST TEMPTED LIKE AS WE: 
I. To get bread in an illegitimate way, 
Il. to tempt God in the sinner’s way, 
III. to forsake God for earthly things. 
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The tempter says: v.3. The challenge on its face seems inno- 
cent. The Savior had the power to do as Satan bid him. The 
challenge’s cunning, however, was not concealed from the Savior, 
who accordingly answers: v.4. These words are taken from Deut. 
8,3. There Moses reminds Israel of how God proved them, and of 
how, when obedient to His commands and in want, He fed them 
mysteriously with manna. Thus, says Moses, God made Israel to 
know that man lives not by bread alone, 7. e., by looking out for it 
only, but by giving heed to every word of God. The Savior there- 
fore says in effect, I am here led by the Spirit (v. 1), I am in God’s 
hands an hungered, I am legitimately hungry, and to turn these 
stones into bread were to violate the providence that is guiding me. 
Therefore: v. 4. 

So are we frequently tempted. Christians also are led by the 
Spirit of God, led to observe every word of God. And obedience to 
that Word ever and again leads us into wildernesses, 7. e., places 
where we are hard pressed, where it would seem that, obedient to 
the Spirit of God, we must perish. Then Satan comes and says: 
v.3.— In such times let us remember Jesus, our Brother, tempted 
like as we. His answer to Satan is the only proper one. God’s Israel 
to-day, guided by Him, shall also be fed by Him. 


Il. 

Never easily discouraged Satan makes the second attempt: 
v. 6.— The poet has properly said: “The devil can quote Scripture 
to suit his purpose.’’ Indeed, that is the only way he can use it. 
So here, ‘‘to suit his purpose,’ he garbles. He leaves out the all- 
important limiting words (Ps. 91): ‘In all thy ways.’ God has 
not promised to protect us when we are upon “the way of sinners,’’ 
(Ps. 1).— Satan therefore tempted the Savior to tempt God by going 
out of His ways, as the Son of God made man, by entering the sin- 
ner’s way. To this the Savior replied: vy. 7. 

In like manner are we tempted by Satan in everyday life. Ever- 
lastingly true it is, we enjoy God’s preserving and protecting care. 
He is our Father, Matt. 6,25f. ‘‘He careth for you,’’ 1 Pet. 5, 7. 
— But all under one condition, namely, ‘‘Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
unto you,’’ Matt. 6,23. To go one step beyond this is to follow the 
temptation of Satan. In such moments let us think of Jesus tempted 
like as we. 


att 
It is ever difficult to vanquish Satan. Final effort, vv. 8. 9.— 
Failing to deceive, Satan unmasks himself and his real purpose, to 
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destroy the Son of God. Mark the bribe. All the kingdoms, etc., 
vv. 8.9. All this for forsaking God, compromising the worship a 
God. — This is a powerful re and the Savior determinedly 
repels it, v. 10. 

Alas, how many Christians, children of God, have fallen for a 
lesser price. Examine yourself, may be you are in danger. Do not 
play with the bribe, it may dazzle you. Think of Jesus tempted like 
as we, see Him repel it with decision. 

In conclusion, let us thank our Savior who was tempted thus 
for us. Adoringly let us keep Him in mind whilst we pass through 
the wilderness of time. With Him before us we shall know how, 
and be able to stand, and, standing, shall conquer. H.B.H. 


Second Sunday in Lent. 
Mart. 15, 21—28. 

All men have not faith, 2 Thess. 3,2. Here we have imme- 
diately the great difference Der een the Chr and the child of 
this world. The worldling does not know what faith means, the 
Christian does. But even in the case of the Christian it stands 
thus, that he must keep on learning and growing. When faith is 
first kindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, it is ofttimes but a 
feeble spark, and our object must be to nourish that little flame, to 
have it burn more strongly and steadily. To this end we seek in- 
struction from Holy Writ, and we can learn much from the Gospel 
lesson before.us. Let us consider 

THE NATURE AND REWARD OF TRUE FAITH. 

I. Its nature. 

a. It depends upon the mercy and grace of God alone. V.22: 
““Have mercy on me!’ This woman was aware of her utter un- 
worthiness; she knew that she had deserved nothing at the hands 
of Jesus. She is humble, for when the Lord compares her to a dog, 
v. 26, she does not demur, nor does she interpose any objection 
when she is told that the Jews are to be provided for first. But just 
because she is aware of the fact that there is nothing in her that 
could make her acceptable in the sight of the Savior, she takes. 
refuge in His mercy. As the Merciful One she had learned to know 
Him. So our faith, too, must look alone to the grace of God, as it 
is revealed unto us in His Book. Diligent use of the means of grace 
makes the strong faith that characterizes the mature Christian. 


b. It remains steadfast in the face of all obstacles. Three times. 


the petition of this woman of Canaan was refused, vy. 23. 24. 26, 
the last time in such a way as to leave the impression that it would 
be useless to trouble the Savior further. But she persists, v. 27. 
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Never once does she waver or doubt. This is the nature of a pure, 
strong faith. It overcomes everything that stands in its way. Such 
was the faith of Abraham, Gen. 22, of whom St. Paul tells us, Rom. 
4, 18 ff., that he hoped against hope. So we, too, must exercise our 
faith in diligent prayer. We must wrestle with the Lord, as did 
Jacob at the ford Jabbok, Gen. 32, 24 ff., saying, “I will not let Thee 
go, except Thou bless me.’’ Every new victory helps to strengthen 
our faith. 

Il. Its reward. 

a. The Lord puts His stamp of approval upon it. ‘‘O woman, 
great is thy faith,’ v.28. Compare Hebr. 11. Since God is pleased 
with those who believe in the Savior, He gives them a greater 
measure of faith. 

b. Such faith is not put to shame. The petitions which it 
prompts us to offer up will surely be granted. True, God may put 
us off for a time, as He did this woman, but He will hear our 
prayer at last. Her need was very great, v. 22, but the Savior was 
also nearer to her than she knew. Her request was granted, v. 28. 
It is often the case that man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. If 
the prayer of faith, then, is not always answered as quickly as we 
desire, or in the exact manner in which we expected it, we must 
not despair. God is faithful, and in His own good season He will 
hear us. He may answer us quickly and in such a way that we 
may know and feel that He is very near to us; He may keep us 
waiting for a time to exercise our faith. But whichever it be, it 
must always be true, that the faith of the Christian is not put to 
shame. Consider the example of Joseph in Egypt, of Simeon, and 
others of God’s saints. Would that we always possessed such a 
pure, unwavering faith. (Cf. Hymn No. 262.) CPA WwW. 


— ee 


An Exposition of the Beatitudes of Our Lord. 


First Beatitude. 
MATE OD, ayy 

‘“Blessed are the rich!” is the gospel of the world, and all the 
world believes it with all its heart. ‘I wish I were rich!”’ is the 
prayer of the world, and all the world is always heartily praying it, 
from toddling youth to tottering age. You rarely hear anyone wish- 
ing he were a better man, a more sensible man, a better Christian, a 
more liberal man, a more diligent man. Riches is usually thought 
enough to cure all ills, to procure all happiness. But riches will not 
buy happiness. Our Savior does not say, ‘‘Blessed are the rich.” 
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Furthermore, our Savior does not say, ‘“‘Blessed are the poor.’” 
Many think that He said this, and count themselves God’s very own 
dear children for no other reason than that they have no money. 
With this idea some in the Roman Catholic church have organized 
orders of monks who advertise their holiness by begging. But not 
every beggar is a Lazarus. Some rich are very humble; some poor 
are very proud. A plenty of money and a lack of money has noth- 
ing to do with being blessed. Abraham was a capitalist, and he was 
blessed; Lazarus was a pauper, and he was blessed. Happiness is 
not without us, it is within us. It is folly to run through the world 
in search of happiness; by doing so you get a change of scenery, but 
not a change of heart. And what you need is a change of heart. 

Our Savior says, ‘‘Blessed are the poor in spirit.” 

I. Who is poor in spirit ? 

1. The man that looks upon his property as a loan from God 
which must be given back to God with an accounting; the man 
that looks upon himself as God’s trustee who manages an estate for 
God’s people; the man that has property and lives as if he did not 
have it, who does not put his trust in money, but puts his money 
in trust: that man may be said to be poor in spirit. 

Job was a very rich man, but he made himself the hand through 
which God did good. He says: ‘‘I delivered the poor that cried, 
and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him. The bless- 
ing of bim that was ready to perish came upon me: and I caused 
the widow’s heart to sing for joy. I was eyes to the blind, and feet 
was I tothe lame. I was a father to the poor: and the cause which 
I knew not I searched out,’’ Job 29,12. Job bought as though he 
possessed not, he used this world as not abusing it, 1 Cor. 7, 31. 
Job rose up early in the morning and offered burnt offerings for his 
sons and daughters, for Job said, ‘‘It may be that my sons have 
sinned.”’ Thus did Job continually, Job 1,5. Job was poor in spirit. 

All the vast property of Job was swept away in one day, and all 
his sons and daughters died the same day. He himself was sorely 
stricken. His wife said, ‘‘Curse God and die.” But Job said, 
“What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not 
receive evil?’’ Job 2,10. ‘‘The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord,’’ 1,21. Job did not trust in 
his wealth, his heart was cleaving to the Lord: Job was poor in spirit. 

Let the rich rejoice in that he is made low. James 1,10. St. Paul 
was poor in spirit; says he: “‘I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and 
I know how to abound: everywhere and in all things I am instructed 
both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
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need. Ican do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me,”’ 
Phil. 4, 11—13. 

No matter, then, how much money you may have— why be 
purse-proud and look down on him who has less? ‘‘Who maketh 
thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not 
receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou 
hadst not received it?”’ 1 Cor.4,7. ‘‘A man can receive nothing, 
except it be given him from heaven, ’’ John 3, 27. James 1,17. We 
brought nothing into the world, and it is certain we can take nothing 
out. In the short time we live in this world we feed upon the bounty 
of the Lord. How ridiculous, then, for one to think himself better 
than another, simply because for a little time he has a little more! 

2. ‘“Blessed are the poor in spirit.” When a man thinks he 
knows it all, you cannot teach him anything. Knowledge of our 
ignorance is the first step to knowledge. We should learn to know 
our ignorance in all its vast depth and density, feel it, bewail it. 
As a beggar pleads piteously for help and shows his want and 
wretchedness to touch your heart, to open your hand to help him, 
so should we beggarly, piteously plead with the Savior, show our 
ignorance and folly and ask Him to instruct us. The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom. When the great scholar Casau- 
bon was asked how he had gathered the vast stores of his learning, 
he silently pointed to the crucified Savior. ‘ Luther voices the same 
truth when he says, ‘‘Diligent prayer is the bigger half of study.”’ 

What is the great difference between the most learned and the 
most unlearned men? The one does not know more than the other 
of the essence and true inwardness of things. Out of the vast ocean 
of knowledge the mightiest scholars can draw only a bucketful. And 
in the things really worth knowing, the unseen, spiritual, eternal, 
heavenly things, the wise have no advantage. Unto the Greeks the 
Gospel of Christ crucified is foolishness. They also must first be- 
come as little children and simply believe the Word, or they shall 
not enter the kingdom of God. 

Knowledge puffeth up. The men of mere learning think them- 
selves above other men, and proudly withdraw from the vulgar herd 
and live in their lofty loneliness and die in their dreary dullness. 
Knowledge puffeth up; charity buildeth up. It is only when led 
by the bright eyes and eager feet of charity that knowledge becomes 
a blessing to man and to mankind. 

3. “Blessed are the poor in spirit.’ The Pharisee was proud 
of spirit, proud of his morality, correct habits, outward decency, 
prayers, alms, and full of haughty disdain for the publican. The 
Pharisee is abroad in our day and land, and his name is legion. “I 
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thank Thee that I am not as other men,” is the sentiment of many. 
But the publican went down to his house justified, rather than the 
other. By pride angels sank from heaven to hell; by humility the 
sinner is raised from hell to heaven. ‘‘He that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted.”’ Weare to know and acknowledge and bewail our 
self-righteousness, our perverse will, our selfishness, our haughty 
passions. We should see that at best our very best is very imper- 
fect, that even if we had done our full duty we would still be but 
unprofitable servants. 

“Woe is me! for 1am undone; because I am a man of unclean 
lips,’’ was the despairing cry of Isaiah, when he had seen the King 
of heaven in the vision, Is. 6,5. ‘‘I know that in me, that is in my 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing,’’ was the confession of saintly Paul. 
“I have lived in vain!’’ was the dying wail of Bernard. It is only 
when a man sees his sins that he can see the need of a Savior from 
sins. To be poor in spirit is the only safety. ‘‘A man’s pride shall 
bring him low; but honor shall uphold the humble in spirit,’’ Prov. 
29,23. ‘‘Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than 
to divide the spoil with the proud,’’ Prov. 16,19. “The sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, Thou 
wilt not despise,’’ Ps. 51,17. Christ says, ‘‘Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest,’’? Matt. 
11,28. ‘‘Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.” 

Il. What is this ‘‘kingdom of heaven’’ wherewith the poor in spirit 

are blessed ? 

It is the church of God. This kingdom of God is begun on 
earth in the kingdom of grace, where the Gospel is preached and 
where God gives Himself to man through the preaching of the 
Gospel. The Gospel drives ignorance and all false notions out of 
the head and fills it with divine truth. Through the Gospel a man 
gets a knowledge of earth and heaven, of life and death, of time 
and eternity, of man and God, how to escape damnation and gain 
salvation. The Gospel drives sinful desires, lusts, and passions out 
of the heart, and fills it with purity, holiness, and peace, and thus 
the kingdom of God is built up. The kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, Rom. 14, 17. Jesus is the Lord, our righteousness. Jesus is 
made unto us righteousness and sanctification. When a man has 
Jesus, he has forgiveness of sins, and where there is forgiveness of 
sins, there is also life and salvation; then he is translated out of 
the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God. Being in this 
kingdom, the man begins to be a king and royally rules over sin 
and Satan. He is no longer their slave, but in the power of God he 
fights them and conquers them. The kingdom of God is a growing 
kingdom. It begins in this world as small as a mustard seed in the 
heart, and grows to be a large tree. It begins in this world and will 
be fully unfolded in heaven. From the kingdom of grace the Chris- 
tian at death passes into the kingdom of glory. On earth the king- 
dom of heaven is in the bud, but in glory the kingdom of heaven is 
full-blown. There the spirits of just men are made perfect. There 
the saints reign forevermore with Christ. ? 


